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June 3, 1996

Mr. William Caton
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M St., NW
Washington, D.C.

Re: Ex Parte Presentation in MM Docket No. 95-92

Dear Mr. Caton:

The Network Affiliated Stations Alliance ("NASA"), pursuant to Section
1.1206(a)(2) of the Commission's Rules, hereby notifies the Commission that
representatives of NASA met with the staff of Chairman Hundt and with the staff of
Commissioner Ness to discuss a number of issues pertaining to network-affiliate rules.
The substance of the discussion is reflected in comments submitted in this proceeding and
the enclosed hand-out.

Pursuant to section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, this original and one copy
have been submitted to the Secretary, and a copy supplied to each staff person present. If
there are any questions on this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

~!~
cc: Julius Genachowski, Esq.

David Siddall, Esq.
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Chair, Government Relations

President
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T8IevfsIon stlIUons AIffIat8d

with the AlK; CBS and NBC Networks

NETWORK-AFFILIATE RULES:

Necessary Safeguards That Enable Local

Broadcasters to Serve Their Community

The Commission's network-affiliate rules promote the
Communications Act goals of localism and diversity by structuring the
network-affiliate relationship so that the public interest, the interest of the
local community, is paramount. Repeal of this package of safeguards
would disrupt that relationship, and local communities would suffer.

If these safeguards are repealed, then local communities would
suffer the loss of local public affairs programming, religious specials, local
and regional sports, charity telethons, and other unique programming
designed to meet the needs of a community.

In addition to these three core rules, NASA also supports the
network-rep rule, and the rule requiring filing of network contracts, which
is a cost-effective measure that makes important information available to
the public.
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The RW"t To Reject rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(e), empowers 1600
local broadcasters to serve their communities by rejecting network
programming that the licensee station reasonably believes to be
contrary to the public interest and substituting programming which,
in the station's opinion, is of greater local or national importance.
If one cares about broadcast programming meeting the needs of a
community, then this rule must be retained. And a local
broadcaster that decides to preempt must not be forced to lose
money to satisfy the needs of a community.

The Option Time rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(d), is necessary to
ensure that a broadcaster which holds a license is discharging its
responsibility to serve the community. This rule is the flip-side of
the right to reject rule, and protects local broadcasters and the local
community from networks overreaching.

The Exclusive AquitJlion rule, 47 C.F.R. § 73.658(a), promotes
competition and has been useful to a number of start-up networks.


